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Highlights of the 2009 SISTAHS Embracing the Elevation Conference 

ñBeauty For Ashesò 
For more information, visit the Official Conference Website at www.SISTAHSConference.webs.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sistahsconference.webs.com/


 

  
LL eetttteerr  FFrroomm  tthhee  EE ddiittoorr  

 

 

 

WWee llcc oo mmee  ttoo   tthhee   HHoo llyy--DDaa yy  eedd iitt iioonn  oo ff  SSIISSTTAAHH  TTaa llkk  MMaa gg aa zziinnee !!  
 

 

It is a blessing to have completed our first year of publishing SISTAH Talk.  We are 

app reciative to all of our online readers and are grateful for all the encouraging 

and motivating comments about our new area of ministry.  

 

Again, we have another wonderful issue for your encouragement, empowerment 

and inspiration.  I would like to thank all contributors and, most of all, the women 

and men of God that grace The SISTAHS Ministry International with their gifts, 

talents, loyalty and dedication to the Ministry.  No man or woman is an island, 

and certainly the Lord has blessed this Ministry with gi fts who complete the mission 

and vision.  We have made some God -directed changes along the way, but all 

to His glory for the expansion of the Ministry to new areas of territory.  We are 

blessed that God is continuing to enlarge our territory where we can b e a 

blessing to all those who encounter the Ministry, both nationally and 

internationally.  

 

Lastly, as we approach another year, it is in my spirit to encourage my sisters to 

have that spirit of òGoodbyeó.  SISTAH Teens, you may not be able to fathom 

saying goodbye to someone that you truly love or a sister friend that you call you r 

BFF, but in order to move to greater heights and new levels in your life, it is 

imperative to evaluate whether that person is bringing value to your life or 

whether you are br inging more value to their life  by draining your energy and 

efforts in being their friend.  Remember, God is not the author of confusion and if 

friendships and relationships bring more drama than peace, then it is worthy of 

evaluation before moving into anot her year.  

 

With the grace, peace and love of God, I pray His exceedingly abundant 

blessings upon each one of you in this Holy -Day season and as you press toward 

the mark of the high calling in Christ Jesus !   

 

Get Ready to WIN in 2010!  
 

And The Sisters Said, òAmen!ó 

 

 

Because Of Calvary,  

 
Reverend Celeste E. Kelley, Co -Founder & Director  
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About  

The SISTAHS Ministry  

(TSM)  

International  

 
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 

God, which is your reasonable service.  ~ Romans 12:1 

 

 
Saved by grace 

In the beauty of holiness 

Seeking to serve and encourage all women 

Taking back what the devil has attempted to steal from us 

Anointed by the power of God presenting our bodies 

Holy and acceptable unto God which is our reasonable 

Service 

 

 

 
www.BlogTalkRadio.com/TheSISTAHSMinistry  

 

The SISTAHS Ministry  Social Network 

www.TheSISTAHSMinistry.ConnectPlatform.com 
 

 
OUR VISION 
 
Uniting women and teenage girls to impact their world is the heart beat of The 
S.I.S.T.A.H.S Ministry International through partnering together in ministries of 
evangelism and compassion, to train, empower, support and encourage.  
 
OUR MISSION 
 
The S.I.S.T.A.H.S Ministry International gives leadership to at-risk teens, teen 
mothers, victims of domestic violence, authors, poets, women with business and 
other ministries. Through a shared vision and the empowering of the Holy Spirit, 
The SISTAHS Ministry works within the principles of the Bible to obey the great 
commandment and the great commission, carrying out Christôs redeeming work of 
love, mercy, and justice in the world. 
 
DOCTRINAL STATEMENT 
 

The S.I.S.T.A.H.S Ministry International and its many ministry outreaches believe in 
the Trinity of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. We believe that 
the Holy Bible is the inspired, infallible and irrefutable Word of God. We believe that 
personal salvation and forgiveness of sins is obtained only through: 
 
* ~ Admission that we are sinners (Romans 3:23) 
* ~ Belief that Jesus Christ is the only Son of God and that he was crucified, died for 
our sins (Romans 5:8), and that He rose again on the third day. (John 20:8) 
* ~ Confess with our mouth that Jesus Christ is our personal savior (Romans 10:9) 
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& associates 

j. marie 

 

signature event design and production 

 

b~ø 
 

You are planning an event, and youõve got a full-time career of your own.  Or, you have no clue where 

to begin.  Perhaps, youõre not currently living in Michigan.  Well, you have come to the right place.  

j. marie  & associates have been planning events for clients near and far since 2002. 

 

Few have the experience or time in their schedules to plan events while working and organizing lifeõs 

other obligations.  There are endless details to arrange, vendors and service providers to interview and 

hire, schedules, timelines and budgets to create and manage. 

 

Why go into òstress overloadó?  Why have an event that goes by in a blur?  Our consultants at 

 j. marie  & associates can assist you in planning, budgeting, organizing, coordinating and production.  

Our consultantõs role is to make the process go more smoothly through use of their skills and valuable 

experience, which will save you endless amounts of stress and time.  j. marie  & associates consultants 

can be involved as more or as little as the client prefers. 

 

You owe it to yourself to enjoy your eventé weõd like to help you do just that! 

 
 
 

Jennifer M. Glass, Executive Consultant 

Phone:  (248) 388-9100 | E -Mail:  Info@jmarieassociates.com  

www.jmarieassociates.com 

 

mailto:Info@jmarieassociates.com
http://www.jmarieassociates.com/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holiday Abundance  
By Venus Mason Theus 

 
 
The traditional Christian holiday of Christmas is 
approaching.  Now more than ever before in my lifetime, 
retailers are vigorously vying for our spending dollars 
with deep discounts and same as cash deals and other 
incentives.  However, due to our current economic 
climate, instead of making a list and checking it twice, 
perhaps some names might have to be omitted from the 
list altogether.  Donôt dismay, weôre nevertheless very 
blessed!  Simply by virtue of the fact that you're able to 
sit in front of a computer and read this E-zine is 
testimony that you are abundantly blessed! It might not 
seem like it with today's fragile economy. After all, it was 
just a short while ago when we could spend $100.00 and 
bring home a trunk full of food. Nowadays you're 
fortunate if we're able to bring home half of that amount. 
Say it with meé ñNevertheless Iôm blessed!ò Your 
abundance might not be the same as mine. Yours might 
be in clothing, whereas I happen to have an abundance 
of books. Some abundance is intangible, such as 
wisdom or talent. 
 
Right now you might not even recognize your 
abundance. Perhaps your bank statements don't reflect 
abundance, or maybe a turbulent climate in your 
household or on the job has clouded your ability to 
recognize your overflow. If that is the case it might not 
look like it, it certainly doesn't feel like it and as you read 
this you might be composing a list of "have nots" to 
refute my claim. Before you do that, take inventory of 
your blessings, both tangible and intangible. 
 
So you say alright Venus, I've taken inventory and yes 
you're right, I have a lot of this and quite a bit of that.  So 
what? I still don't have... peace on the job, enough 
money to pay all of my bills, etc. To that I pose a 
question to you. What are you doing with the abundance 
you do have? Hoarding it? Sitting on it? How about 
blessing someone with your overflow? It's a way to show 
the Lord your appreciation for the abundance He has 
blessed you with. 
 
The Lord has this wonderful way of blessing us when 
and where we least expect Him to. A while back, I was 
an independent sales representative for a cosmetics 
company. I kept quite a bit of my inventory on the built-in 
shelves and cabinets in my home office. When I decided 

to end my cosmetics sales career, I still had a large 
amount of inventory that I couldn't possibly keep for 
personal use and I wanted to reclaim my shelves for 
books (and to expand my teapot collection). My first 
thought was to have some sort of clearance sale, but 
instead the Lord brought to mind that there are women in 
shelters who could be blessed with those items so I got 
on the telephone and contacted a wonderful organization 
here in Detroit that provides temporary housing to 
women who are victims of domestic violence. Upon 
speaking with the director of the facility I shipped several 
boxes of cosmetics. A short time afterward I received a 
very touching letter from the shelter, thanking me on 
behalf of their guests. The director shared with me that 
the women were delighted to receive those small but 
uplifting items, mostly because it let them know that 
someone cared about them. I, in turn am can truly boast 
of being continuously blessed with both spiritual, and 
natural abundance. As the saying goes, I might not have 
everything that I want, but I have everything that I 
need...and then some. 
 
How about you? Is there a there a cluttered drawer or 
closet you've been promising to purge? Do you have an 
extra hour per week to visit a lonely senior or to 
volunteer to read at a pre-school? You might have an 
abundance of knowledge in a particular subject that you 
can pass on to someone else for their benefit. 
 
Our generous heavenly Father has established a 
phenomenal principle of reciprocity. Bear in mind that 
abundance doesn't necessarily translate into houses and 
land or dollars and cents, mine certainly doesn't. 
Sometimes He repays us with the feeling of gratification 
that only comes when you've know you've sown good 
seeds into someone else's life. That as they say, is 
priceless. 
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Split Second Bible Lesson  
 
Those counted among the poor were the needy, the 
weak and those who were dependent - the orphans and 
the widows who were usually in the lower social classes 
and in need of protection from abuse and neglect. 
Virtually every prophet of the Old Testament prophesied 
against those who wrongfully oppressed the poor. 
 
God provided for the poor through His principle of 
gleaning. Landowners were instructed to leave the 
remaining grain around the outer perimeters of the fields 
for the poor to gather. The courts, too, were admonished 
to deal justly with the poor. 
 

Every Christian will be held accountable for how she has 
responded to those in need. One way to our judge 
relationship to Christ is how we respond to the hungry, 
the lonely, the naked and the low in spirit. 
 
The first step to having our own needs met is to become 
poor in spirit recognizing that every heart separated from 
God is in spiritual poverty, which is far more tragic than 
physical poverty. The Lord has promised to provide 
freely for His children...and He uses us as conduits to 
provide those blessings one to another in time of need. 
 
Read:  Jeremiah 22:13-16, Matthew 25:31-46, and  
Acts. 6:1-6 
 
© 2009 Venus Mason Theus ~ All Rights Reserved. 

 
 
 
Venus is the author of Brown Paper Bag, a novel and a marriage guide entitled How to Have a Joyfully- Ever-After Marriage. 

Although different genres, the theme of both books is faith, virtue, and self value.  Venus has also written articles for Gospel Today 

and Sister Talk magazines.  She has made  appearances on the CTN Live, Wake Up Detroit, and Words- N-Motion television shows; 

and has been interviewed on the Women in Ministry with Fatima Boggan-Campbell radio show. She has also been a guest on the 

Christian Wivesô Club, and the Chocolate Pages internet radio broadcasts. She is the host of her own internet radio show, the Wisdom 

for Wives Pajama Party. 

 

Visit Venus at www.VenusMasonTheus.com 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Get Your Copy Today!!  
From sin, abuse and abandonmenté to 

repentance, recovery and redemption . 

 
Workshops Available  

òYour Slip Is Showingó and 

òLiving Well, The Sweetest Revengeó 
 

 

http://www.venusmasontheus.com/
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WW oo rr dd   oo nn   tt hh ee  SStt rr eeeett   ïï  DD aa tt iinn gg   &&   RReell aa tt iioo nn ss hh iippss   

Is He Boaz or BOZO? 
By Minister Mary Edwards 
 
Not too long ago, I heard the Grand Lady, Maya 
Angelou, say, ñWhen a man shows you his behind the 
first time, believe him.ò  
 
I wish that I had heard that 40 years ago before I spent 
20 years of my life with someone who started tripping 
even before the wedding day. Simply put, he was my E- 
husband. Thanks be to God, He saw fit to give me a 
second chance at happiness and I spent another 20 
years with what I call, ñMy A+ Man.ò Sure, like any other 
couple, we had our problems. But he was faithful and he 
gave me my propers. As Aretha says:  
 
What you want (hooo) baby I got it 
What you need (hooo) you know I got it 
(Hooo) all I'm asking (hooo) is for a little respect 
(Just a little bit) when you come home 
(Just a little bit) hey baby (Just little bit) 
When you come home (Just a Little Bit) Mister 
I ain't gonna do you wrong while you're gone 
I ain't gonna do you wrong 'cause I don't wanna 
All I'm asking is for a little respect when you come home 
(Just a Little Bit) Baby (Just a little bit) 
When you come home (Just a little Bit) Yeah 
I'm about to give you all my money 
And all I'm asking in return honey 
Is to give me my propers when you get home 
(Justa Justa Justa) Yeah baby when you get home 
(Just a little Bit) Yeah (Just a little bit) 
Hooo your kisses sweeter than honey and guess what 
so is my money 
All I want you to do for me is give it to me when you get 
home 

(Re re re re spect) Yeah baby whip it to me 
(Just a little bit) when you get home now (Just a little bit) 
R-E-S-P-E-C-T find out what it means to me 
R-E-S-P-E-C-T, Take care, TCB ohhhh (Sock it to me) 
A little respect oh yeah (Just a little bit) 
A little respect (Just a little Bit) 
 
Ladies, how much respect are you getting? The lady in 
this song only asks for ñjust a little bit.ò And she's willing 
to give him ALL her money.  
 
There was a time that I would have settled for ñjust a 
little bit.ò But, as we get older, hopefully, we get wiser. 
There was a time I would settle for crumbs. Now, I've 
gone from crumbs, to a slice, to a loaf, to a bakery. 
Everything must change. The years are changing and 
I'm getting older. I'm not fearful of age. Just wiser. From 
time to time, we all need a reality check.  
 
I have a ministry for widows called Widows With Wisdom 
www.widowswithwisdom.org.  our out-of-state-widows 
lost her inheritance and ended up on Heartbreak 
Boulevard and Dead End Lane. Like most of us ladies, 
we want to find ñBoaz.ò Boaz was an honorable man. 
(Read the book of Ruth in the Bible.) Regrettably, far too 
many women end up with Bozo instead of Boaz. Church 
ladies, you've been looking for your ñBoazò for a long 
time. Why is it that you keep running into ñBozo?ò  This 
is a serious question. I hope you will do some self-
evaluation. I welcome feedback.   
 
© Mary Edwards ï All Rights Reserved. 

 
 

Minister Mary Edwards, Author/Book Coach/Editor/Speaker/Consultant 

(313) 341-4487 / (313) 330-4490 

www.borngrown.com | www.widowswithwisdom.org 

www.leavesofgoldconsulting.com | www.thecalledandreadywriters.org 

 

E-Mail Minister Mary at edwardsmd@sbcglobal.net 

http://www.widowswithwisdom.org/
http://www.borngrown.com/
http://www.widowswithwisdom.org/
http://www.leavesofgoldconsulting.com/
http://www.thecalledandreadywriters.org/
mailto:edwardsmd@sbcglobal.net
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I Donõt Want a Drama Queen?? 
By Xanthe Jolanda Johnson 
 
ñI donôt want a drama queenòé.   
 
I have been commissioned by ME to annihilate the fallacy and negative personage that 
has been invoked on the ñDrama Queen!ò 
 
And yes indeed, I am a ñDrama Queenò and proud of it!   And thank you for 
ñrecognizing!!ò 
 
I am so sick and tired of men (and perhaps women) having the audacity to proclaim 
thaté.. ñI donôt want a drama queen!ò 
 
Well, why noté.for women to be deemed as suchéthere certainly has to be a king!  
Common sense tells you, how could there be a Queen without a King?  
 
And you prudent women, who think you have it all 
together, and feel as though you have already reached 
your climax,  have the nerve to ridicule your counterparts 
and refer to them as ñDrama Queensò sarcasticallyé it 
will serve you well to attain some yourselfé.DRAMA 
éthat is!  READ ONéé. 
 
I confess that I myself was guilty of the insensate ridicule 
of my fellow women in referring to them as ñDrama 
Queens.ò  I constantly impeached my sister of her 
ñdramatic escapades!ò    Then, two women I worked with 
also gave me this ñtitle!ò   I was always defending and 
justifying the validity of my ñdramaò with these women.    
 
I thank God for this awesome revelation and 
confirmation for me to proceed with this pedagogy!  And 
Praise God I am!  For all of you ñsovereign male 
species,ò ñthe most eminent genderò. éContrary to what 
you may be fore-thinking at this present time, please 
read this junctureé. because I concur, you are 
ñoutstanding in reputationò, ñdistinguishedò, ñtowering 
and projecting above othersò(so your machismo invokes 
you to believe)éyou are my ñDrama Kingsò, and this 
ñDrama Queenò has nothing but love for youé. 
SMOOCHES! 
 
My ñrevelationò came at a time in my life when I was 
ñinterviewingò (casually dating) prospective ñKingsò to 
join me in my quest in conquering our kingdom! This was 
a strenuous, frustrating task for me.  There were indeed 
times where I just wanted to fly away, and be at rest with 
the ñKing of Kings.ò  I was so tired of ñthe showò, 
comedians, and no authentic ñperformanceò by men 
whom proclaimed to be ñStarsòé but certainly as 
evident, lacked the true ñStar Qualityòéwhich was 
indeed é.the Drama!   That is of course as it relates to 
my ñKings.ò  I mean, ñWhatôs really happening with you?ò  
ñWhere are you going?ò  ñWhat are you doing?ò  ñHow 
do you do it, or how did you get there?ò    ñWhy arenôt 
you ñdoing it?ò  ñWhat inspires you, how do you inspire?ò 
ñIf you cannot, or have not inspiredé.òWhy not?ò   ñWhat 
have you conquered, maintained, or sustained?ò   ñWhat 
are you proud of, not proud of?ò   ñAre you facilitating 

your ñQueen?ò   ñAre you facilitating your princes and 
princesses?ò    
 
My ñKingsò, tell me all about your ñDramaòéLOL!  
ñWhatôs up?ò    I want to know!  Let me take this 
opportunity to tell you about an awesome ñDrama Kingò 
that I happen to know personally, and He does inspire 
me as a woman, and makes me proud to be a ñDrama 
Queen!ò 
 
 We ñQueensò always maintained our drama.  It is an 
innate ñgiftò from our Heavenly Father Himself whom, 
without a doubt is ñThe one and only authentic ñDramaò 
Director!  He alone directs and facilitates the ñdramaò in 
each of our lives until we reach our climax!  Our ñclimaxò 
is when we ultimately ñreach our full development and 
potential in life!ò     That is certainly my plight!  So, wear 
your crowns proud ladiesé. YOU ARE A QUEEN 
BECAUSE OF YOUR DRAMA!!! 
 
My ñconfirmationò to proceed with this editorial is all of 
the ñdramaò that was happening in my life!  LOL!!!!   
 
Also, I just recently saw on the news that the English 
Dictionary was ñfinallyò going to ñaddò this ñslangò word to 
itôs contentséMy fellow Drama Queens, we were finally 
getting our deserved recognition and honoréòDrama 
Queenò was finally deemed an effective and actual word 
in the English vocabularyé So it was about time they 
ñrecognizedòé. LOL! 
 
So gentlemen take your bow as the crowned Drama 
Kings!!!  Your ñroyalò lineage carries on.  And, as a 
matter of fact, ñIt takes one to know one!!ò (Royalty that 
is)  
 
I am not male bashing. I love menéall of them, and 
everything about you!  I love that you are totally different 
from me in gender and everything else as God made 
you and I.  Thatôs whatôs so amazing to me!  The 
awesome, perfect, loving God made us ñKings and 
Queens for each otheréto love, compliment, and 
completion as a whole, togetherness.  Itôs all in the 
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divine plans of our Father in Heaven, for His Kings and 
Queens to unite!    
 
Your masculinity, intellect, (some that is) pride, (which is 
indeed a ñDramatizedò characteristic),  your bodies, 
eyes, arms, legs, strength, hair, no hair, the way you 
walk, talk, charm, woo me, comfort me, support me, 
encourage me (thatôs a REAL Drama King), take care of 
me and YOUR family, with much emphasis on YOUR 
KIDS, (again some that isésome men are still just  
ñdramatizingò, and have yet to perform and produce as 
which to attain their crown) how you make love to me,  
(some could learn from a ñDrama Queenò) touch me, 
kiss me,  pursue meé(if you donôt want  meé Drama 

Queen that isé.. Why do you pursue me? How do you 
make your money?  (some that is)é I donôt care how 
you make your money as long as you make it! And it is 
not done illegally or harming another Drama Queen, 
King, or upcoming Kings and Queens for that matter! 
 
But you are lacking my Kings. 
 
 So yes, I am a proud ñDrama QueenòéI love and still 
cherish you menéas my Drama Kings!  So I do salute 
you, now and forever!  Smooches! 
 
© 2007 Xanthe Jolanda Johnson ï All Rights Reserved. 

 
 

Xanthe Jolanda Johnson is the author of her first self-published book titled 'LAST LAUGH, LAST CRY".  Xanthe pronounced 

ñZandyò is an aspiring writer who resides currently in Atlanta, Georgia.   Her passion for writing is ñan innate giftò; where as she 

accredits and is grateful to her ñHeavenly Father.ò  She believes God blesses each and every one of us with special, unique talents that 

solidifies our destiny and purpose for life and says, ñIt is up to us to embrace the intricacy, which will ultimately ensure a favorable 

end for us in every dimension of our lives.ò 

 

Visit Xanthe at www.LastLaugh-LastCry.com  

 
 

 

Last Laugh, Last Cry  was birthed out of my pain, my healing, my tears, guilt, rejection, 

humiliation, insanity, sanity, brokeness, wholeness, regrets, falling, and then rising, purity, and the 

greatest of them all, LOVE.  
 

 
 

Last Laugh, Last Cry opens in the middle of a battle scene. 

Raquelôs ex ïcommon law husband and sonôs father is dragged 

from the bed and beaten within an inch of his life. The reader 

cannot fully appreciate the motive behind the action; the only 

clue provided is, ñI mean this bastard used to beat on me 

because he was the one cheating on me!ò  Throughout their 

relationship he had cheated on her and at 40 years old, and a 

host of other ñtransitionsò she had succumb to within her life, 

she decides to ñpay backò the one who caused all of the pain 

she had endured. 
 

LAST LAUGH, LAST CRY is a work exploring  

one womanôs relationship with the men in her life. 
 
 

GET YOUR COPY TODAY!  
 

http://www.lastlaugh-lastcry.com/
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Teen Spotlight 
 

 
 

Crazy Love  
By Teen Author, Shelbie M. Moore 

 
He makes me laugh 

He makes me cry 
He says hello 

He says goodbye 
 

He ignores me when I talk 
Just to make me mad 

He holds me in his arms 
If someone makes me sad 

 
He gives me chocolate 

And makes me feel smart 
We talk all night 

Whenever weôre apart 
 

If I hug my guy friends 
He starts to shout 

If he talks to other girls 
I start to pout 

 
Heôs a gigantic jock 

But heôs the best at his game 
Some say ñHeôs just like most guysò 
But heôs definitely not the same 

 
He looks out for me 

He keeps me on track 
But he jokes about my friends 
So I have to watch his back 

 
This boy is making me crazy 

And he has for a while 
But I guess I'll keep him 

Because crazy makes me smile 
 

©Shelbie Moore ï All Rights Reserved. 

 

ñWords Scribbled In My Notebookò is available 

online at www.Amazon.com or 

www.BarnesandNoble.com for $9.99 

 

 

SISTAH Teen Initiative Director  

Sister Sharnae Coakley 

Stay tuned for 2010 SISTAH Teen Events!!  

An Excerpt From ñJust A Little Boy Crazyò 

 
ñYou said you were going to Florida for the holidays 
tomorrow, right?ò asked Tyrone.  
 
ñYeah,ò he said, making a basket. 
 
I stood up, reached into my large purse and pulled 
out a package wrapped in red and blue Christmas 
paper.  
 
ñHere,ò I said handing him the present, ñMerry 
Christmas.ò 
 
He looked at me and put down the basketball. 
Tyrone took the package gently from my hand. A 
small smile grew on his face when he tore off the 
wrapping paper.  
 
On the shirt I bought was the city of Detroit with 
little pictures that said things like Joy Rd. and 25 
cent chips. He gave me a hug. I let him hold me a 
little long than I should have.   
 
 Tyrone cleared his throat and pointed upward. I 
looked at the rim of the basketball net and saw that 
someone had hung up a little bit of mistletoe.  
 
ñWell,ò he said. ñIt is a tradition.ò 
 
He smoothly licked his lips and leaned in close to 
my face. I put my hand softly on his chest. 
 
ñMichael,ò I whispered.  
 
ñOh yeah. Forgot about him,ò he said. 
 
He dribbled the ball and walked away from me. I 
will admit I was tempted. I mean, how many times 
must I describe those lips? And you canôt tell me 
that with all the beautiful women in the world, 
Michael hasnôt looked at one. Plus, Tyrone and I 
had history. Sort of. Well, enough to erase to guilt 
away from me. I began to walk back to the 
bleachers to await my ride. 
 
ñAngel,ò said Tyrone.  
 
I turned around and he bounced the ball to me. 
 
ñCheck.ò 
 
I smiled. My jacket fell to the floor and I bounced 
the basketball back to him. 
 
ñJust A Little Boy Crazyò is available online at 

www.Amazon.com or www.BarnesandNoble.com 

ñYou are my She-ro!ò ~ Jacqueline D. Moore: Award 

Winning Romance Write 

 

http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/
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Teens Without  a  Home?  
By Versandra Kennebrew 

 
One of the hardest periods for an average child is puberty but just imagine a child who 
has gone from home to home and had so many different parents that they cannot 
remember the names of those who have cared for them over the years. Puberty can be 
devastating for the child who is beginning to ñsmell themselvesò as my grandmother 
used to say, and the adult who does not have the will to stick with them through the 
transition. 
 
Nationwide, more children are leaving foster care without 
a stable home, according to the Pew Charitable Trusts. 
Roughly, 24,000 children who were 18 years old left the 
foster care system in 2005 with no family support, an 
increase of 41 percent since 1998. The problem of 
ñaging outò is of gigantic proportions. About 6,000 
children end up homeless each year. In addition, 1.3 
million children live without homes, according to Do 1 
Thing, an organization devoted to the problems of 
children who leave foster care and are considered 
ñunadoptable.ò 
 
So what does it mean to ñage outò of foster care? This 
term refers to teens between the age of 14 - 20 who are 
in the foster care system but have reached an age 
where some caregivers do not think they are cute and 
cuddly anymore. Because the teens have developed 
personality traits and behaviors that may not be 
appealing to the caregiver, they are over looked in the 
foster care selection process. Some teens simply just 
want their independence from the system. Others suffer 
with mental illness. The fact is the desire for 
independence and the skills to live independently do not 
come hand in hand. 
 
Let us look at Thaddeus, a seventeen-year-old young 
man who was been cared for by his older sister since he 
was a toddler. He decided that he no longer wanted to 
follow house rules and subsequently ended up leaving 
home to live with neighborhood drug dealers. Itôs not that 
Thaddeus was a gangster or drug addict; he simply 
wanted independence because he had worked since he 
was fourteen and felt that because he had money in 
savings and could purchase his own clothes, he was 
ready to leave home. He had no real male role model so 
the drug dealers filled the void. 
 
In less than 30 days, Thaddeusô poor judgment led him 
to jail. Although he was not involved in the crime, he 
lived with the men who were so without parental 
supervision or legal representation, his life turned into a 
nightmare. Fortunately, there was no evidence to keep 
him in jail so, after two days, he was released. He could 
not go back home after his experience because his 
sister was fearful of retaliation from the drug dealers who 
may have assumed he gave incriminating information to 

the police. Some of his options for housing included 
supportive independent living (SIL), a temporary shelter 
for teens or being homeless (living house to house or 
worst on the streets). 
 
I have had the opportunity to research the SIL model 
and have concluded that since homeless prevention for 
teens is one of my ministries, I will open a facility using 
this model that will teach teen-aged girls self-sufficiency, 
life skills and entrepreneurial skills. Last year, when 
ñThank God for the Shelterò was published, proceeds 
from the book sales were donated to the Coalition on 
Temporary Shelter (COTS). This year, we are committed 
to investing proceeds into ñAngles Place Detroitò a 
transitional housing complex for teen girls, age 14 ï 20 
who are ready to give independence a try. 
 
In the spirit of the eight principles taught in ñThank God 
for the Shelter,ò this facility will take a holistic approach 
to preventing homelessness. Teen residents will learn: 
 
Å How to manage money and other resources 
Å How to handle stress through meditation and 

focused intent 
Å How to care for personal and community property 
Å How to eat to live 
Å How to exercise for good health 
Å Journal writing 
Å Time management 
Å Entrepreneurial skills 
Å Community living 
Å Computer research and more 
 
When you purchase your copy of ñThank God for the 
Shelter,ò you are introduced to an inspirational resource 
that teaches self-sufficiency and you sow a seed into a 
homeless prevention ministry. 
 
To learn more about Author Versandra Kennebrew and 
her homeless prevention ministry visit her at 
www.ThankGodForTheShelter.com.  Order a copy today 
at www.Amazon.com. 
 
©2009 Versandra Kennebrew ï All Rights Reserved. 

 

 

http://www.thankgodfortheshelter.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
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^¥¢ St£xv}t¢£ ø 
We have methodically gone after the very best store managers, designers, 
service and delivery associates.  They joined Michiganôs most experienced 
home furnishings staff, many with 30 years at Gormanôs.  Itôs simple: the 

best people can offer the best service. 

Uptown Modern  

This is a lifestyle that says today. Its look is clean and classic with straight lines and finishes that 
range from light to dark. 

Many times this lifestyle is referred to as comfortable modern. It is designed for those that love the 
contemporary lifestyle but feel it looks too much like artwork. This comfortable style gives the 
same crisp clean lines and contrasting colors focusing heavily on very light and very dark. 

 

Traditional Living  

If you like a little formality in your home with polished finishes and a timeless sense of style that 
speaks of gracious hospitality, your lifestyle is Traditional Living. 

With furniture from design leading manufacturers such as Martha Stewart, Better Homes & 
Gardens, and Stickley, we are certain to have the traditional look you are looking for. However, 
since your special touch is what makes a house a home, you are able to personalize it by custom 
finishing everything in our extensive traditional collection. This gives you the ability to reflect your 
distinctive taste and personality. 

 

Contemporary Living  

This lifestyle represents the state of today's contemporary art. It makes bold statements with 
furniture that could pass as art. It includes style leading, quality contemporary home furnishings 
from around the world. 

New modern elements come to life with contemporary living. It's clean straight lines and 
contrasting colors provide a very clean and crisp look that has been brought to museums all over 
the world, and can now be in your home too.  

 

 

Beautiful Homes Begin with a Master Plan! 
Kiana Doggan German, Interior Designer  

Gormans' Fine Furniture | 29145 Telegraph Rd. | Southfield, MI 48034 | Phone: 248.353.9880, x230 

www.Gormans.com 

 

http://www.gormans.com/
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Living The Victorious & Blessed Life  

 

Living Above The Chaos  
By Paulette Harper 

 
 

ñRemember this! In the last days there will be many troubles, because people will 
love themselves, love money, brag, and be proud. They will say evil things 
against others and will not obey their parents or be thankful or be the kind of 
people God wants. They will not love others, will refuse to forgive, will gossip, 
and will not control themselves. They will be cruel, will hate what is good, will turn 
against their friends, and will do foolish things without thinking. They will be 
conceited, will love pleasure instead of God, and will act as if they serve God but 
will not have his power.ò (II Timothy 3:1-5, New Century Version) 

 
We as a nation of people are facing some perilous and terrifying times. Yet, in 
spite of the hour in which we live, for the people of God it is a time of great 
opportunities and advancements. It is in times like these that our faith as a 
people must be stronger than ever before.  Although we are not exempt from the 
elements of life, the changing of the seasons and times, there is a difference 
between us surviving the crisis or succumbing to the pressure. 

 
 
 

 
This is the greatest hour for the church to shine, rise and 
be heard. When the world is regressing and going under, 
God will move His people forward, causing His people to 
progress and flourish. ñNow a new king arose over Egypt 
who did not know Joseph. He said to his people, Behold, 
the Israelites are too many and too mighty for us and 
they outnumber us both in people and in strength]. 
Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they multiply 
more and, should war befall us, they join our enemies, 
fight against us, and escape out of the land. So they set 
over [the Israelites] taskmasters to afflict and oppress 
them with [increased] burdens. And [the Israelites] built 
Pithom and Rameses as store cities for Pharaoh. But the 
more [the Egyptians] oppressed them, the more they 
multiplied and expanded, so that [the Egyptians] were 
vexed and alarmed because of the Israelites.ò (Exodus 
1:8-12, Amplified) 
 
During these rough economic times, it is God who will 
stabilize us and cause us to increase, prosper and 
propel in the worst conditions. The world is in a major 
crisis, and the pressure is even on us to compromise our 
faith, but we must remember as the children of Israel 
grew under pressure, hardship and oppression, we to 
will grow, multiply and increase as long as we believe by 
faith that God will see us through. 
 
Our faith in Christ will triumph over all. ñFor whatever is 
born of God is victorious over the world; and this is the 
victory that conquers the world, even our faith.ò  
(I John 5:4, Amplified) 
 
By faith you can conquer every mountain, face every 
problem, and overcome every adversity. By faith you can 

bounce back when people counted you out; by faith God 
can restore your health, family, bad credit, erase debt, 
reverse foreclosure, remove cancer, diabetes, liver 
disorder, put love back in a marriage, drive out rebellion 
and put your house in order.  
 
By faith you can ride through the rages of life, walk 
through turbulence, test, and dangerous situations 
without any evidence of being scared. By faith you can 
defeat worry, doubt and fear. There is absolutely nothing 
faith can not do! 
 

Personal Story of Survival  
 
My faith in God has helped me make the transition from 
marriage to becoming single. I am an independent, 
focused and a purpose driven woman. Did this happen 
over night? No, it took me some time to get to this point 
in my life. Though terrifying and frightening moments, 
would have defeated me, I learned that I was created to 
survive every crisis, disappointment and dilemma with 
Christ. 
 
Independent and self sufficient because of Christ 
sufficiency, ñNot that we are sufficient of our own selves 
to think of anything as being from ourselves, but our 
sufficiency is from God.ò (II Corinthians 3:5, NKJV) 
 
By faith I was determined to push my self even when I 
wanted to collapse from the pressure. I stand poised 
today with dignity as the triumphant woman of God.  
 
Those that thought I wouldnôt make it, God proved them 
wrong.  Those that laid a trap for me to fail and stumble, 
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well I did fall, and I fell forward. Iôve advanced and 
stepped over the hurdles and pitfalls.  
 
Surviving the crisis takes endurance. You must hold your 
head up and rise above your circumstances and 
conditions and soar like the eagles. Shake off the 
shame, the humiliation, and the embarrassment, wipe 
away the tears because your faith in God will propel you 
to achieve and advance beyond your wildest hopes, 
imagination and dreams. 
 
Iôm reminded of a story in the bible with the woman who 
touched the hem of Jesus garment. Believing for healing 
and restoration she earnestly fought her way through the 
crowds of the self-righteous people. No doubt they 
looked at her with eyes of reproach, disgust and 
contempt. But nevertheless, her focus was not on her 
condition or what people were saying or what they 
thought about her; but the center of her attention was on 
Christ, the Messiah, the one who came to set people 
free from years of bondage and slavery. ñYou know the 
story of what happened in Judea. It began in Galilee 
after John preached a total life-change. Then Jesus 
arrived from Nazareth, anointed by God with the Holy 
Spirit, ready for action. He went through the country 
helping people and healing everyone who was beaten 
down by the Devil. He was able to do all this because 
God was with him.ò (Acts 10:38, The Message) 
 
Just as this woman lived in despair, we are living in 
calamitous times as well.  Enormous times of 
uncertainties, catastrophic and heartache.  Many people 

are facing overwhelming and insurmountable odds and 
facing difficulties with no answer in sight.   
 
The woman with the issue of blood knew whom her 
source of peace, healing and wholeness would come 
from. As she moved forward in the confidence and 
reliance on Him all she needed to do was touch the hem 
of His garment, let that be our example.  
 
When everyone else seems to be perishing under the 
pressure we will survive the crisis because our faith is 
not contingent on us making a way for ourselves, or 
trying to figure out how our needs are going to be met; 
surviving the crisis, the emergencies and the crucial 
times are solely based on our complete confidence, 
conviction and reliance on the one who controls the 
universe. ñExamine and see how good the Lord is. 
Happy is the person who trusts Him. You, who belong to 
the Lord, fear Him! Those who fear Him will have 
everything they need.ò  (Psalm 34:8-9, NCV) 
 
Once realizing that my true source of hope, joy and 
recovery was only in Christ, I bravely accepted the lot 
that was given to me and today I can boldly say I stand 
strong, vibrant and full of purpose because of Christ the 
one who felt me touch the hem of His garment. 
 
ñNow thanks be unto God, which always causes us to 
triumph in Christ.ò (II Corinthians 5:14, KJV) 
 
©2009 Paulette Harper ~ All Rights Reserved. 

 

 

Paulette Harper, Minister & Author of ñThat Was Then, This Is Now This Broken Vessel Restoredò (May 2008) and Co-Author of 

ñVictorious Living For Women ñ(Nov 2009) 

Visit Paulette at www.PauletteHarper.com  

 

http://www.pauletteharper.com/
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Be Determined to Win in 2010 
By Tanya White 
 
Well, 2009 was the year that you were supposed to rise 
and shine.  Now, as you are positioning yourself for a 
brand new you in a brand new year I am challenging 
youé..no, I am double daring you to be Determined To 
Win In 2010! 
 
Since 10 is the number of perfecting divine order, it is 
the number of perfect harmony, it is the representation of 
nothing is in wanting, everything that you birthed in 
2009éeverything that became great in 2008 and years 
before is destined for you to win in 2010.  But you must 
be Determined To Win.   
 
Why should you be Determined To Win?  Because you 
were already born to win.  You were even built to win.  
Now it is time for you to believe that you can win.  And 
your level of belief is demonstrated by how determined 
you are in your pursuit, persistence and performance 
towards your life goals. 
 
As I discuss in my upcoming March 2010 book, Girl, 
You Can Win In 10!:  The 10 Highly Essential Habits 
Of A Winning Woman, ñWinning is more than a 
desperate want. It is a dedicated work.  Winning is more 
than a high accomplishment.  It is a habitual attitude.  
Winning is more than just delighted talk of personal 

affirmation.  Winning is a determined walk of purposeful 
implementation.ò   
 
So how can you become Determined To Win In 2010?  
You must begin to ñCò yourself in the winners circle by: 
 

¶ Developing a CLEAR and unique vision for yourself 

¶ Unleashing your CREATIVITY  

¶ Finding reciprocal and balanced people to 
COLLABORATE with 

¶ Investing in a CREDIBLE and COMMITTED 
COACH 

¶ Being COURAGEOUS and CONSISTENT 

 
So, what will your 2010 look like next year this time?  
Will you be wandering around winners? Are you going to 
be wishing that you were winning? Or is whining that you 
were winning going to be your fate?   
 
I pray that you have the head, heart and help of a 
winner.  If you feel as though you didnôt shine in 2009, 
then be Determined To Win In 2010! 
 
© 2009 Tanya White ~ All Rights Reserved.  

Used with permission for SISTAH Talk E-Magazine  

December 2009 Issue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tanya White is a Winning Woman who continues to be determined to win in every area of her life. She writes a free inspirational and 

motivational e-newsletter Tanya Tips available via www.TanyaWhite.com, author of three published books (The 99 Males Who Make 

Your Life A Living Hell, How To Deal With A Difficult Woman and Relationship Reruns) and host of her very popular Blog Talk 

Radio Show Real Talk With Tanya Whiteò (www.blogtalkradio.com/realtalkwithtanyawhite.com), as well as serve as a Relationship 

Expert and Empowerment Speaker at events.   

 

Please visit www.TanyaWhite.com  for more information about Tanya White or e-mail Tanya at Tanya@TanyaWhite.com 

http://www.tanyawhite.com/
http://www.blogtalkradio.com/realtalkwithtanyawhite.com
http://www.tanyawhite.com/
mailto:Tanya@TanyaWhite.com
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Women in the NAACP (WIN ) 

http://www.naacp.org/programs/women/index.htm 

 

 
 
Women in the NAACP (WIN) is an official committee of the NAACP. The purposes of WIN are: 
 

¶ to enhance the leadership role of women  

¶ to serve as an advocacy vehicle for issues affecting women and children  

¶ to advocate for the positive development of children  

¶ to support the on-going work of the NAACP and its units, especially civil and cultural activities to enhance membership  
 
Each Region has a coordinator designated as Regional Vice Coordinator. Each state shall designate a WIN State Chair. Each local NAACP 
branch may establish a WIN chapter.  
 
WIN's national theme is "Outstretched Hands and Open Hearts to Women and Children."  
 
WIN membership is open to any person who is a bona fide member of the NAACP upon payment of the WIN membership fee.  
Membership dues are ten dollars for regular members. Five dollars will go to the local WIN Unit  

 
 

Youth Action ï Youth & College  
http://www.naacp.org/youth/college/index.htm 
 

 
 
The NAACP Youth & College Division through its ñ100 Remixò campaign will serve as a 2009-2010 sponsor of The Black College Expo; a five 
city tour aimed at increasing college enrollment among underserved and underrepresented youth.  The Black College Expo is one of the most 
exciting college expos of the year for thousands of students and parents. This year, the BCE will feature over 50 Historically Black Colleges & 
Universities. Through the expo, students and parents receive pertinent information about college admission, SAT & ACT preparation, financial 
aid and scholarship opportunities.  The NAACP ñ100 REMIXò campaign will host a booth with interactive activities at the five College Expo 
locations; New York (October 24, 2009), DC/Maryland (October 31, 2009), Los Angeles (January 23, 2010), Oakland/SF (January 30, 2010) 
and Atlanta (February 27, 2010).  The activities will be aimed at engaging the participants and increasing youth & college membership in the 
NAACP.  For more information on the BCE visit www.thecollegeexpo.org   

 
 

NAACP National Headquarters  

4805 Mt. Hope Drive | Baltimore MD 21215 
Toll Free: (877) NAACP-98  

Local: (410) 580-5777 
 

http://www.naacp.org/programs/women/index.htm
http://www.naacp.org/youth/college/index.htm
http://www.thecollegeexpo.org/
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         MMaassssaacchhuusseettttss Chapter  of The SISTAHS Ministry Int l . 

                                              VVeerroonniiccaa  DDeennyyssee  TTrruueell ll,,  DDiirreeccttoorr  
      www.thesistahsministry.com/p3110groupmachapter.htm  
 
 
Veronica Denyse Truell is a woman of God who is always excited about her Call and work in 

Youth Ministry. She accepted Christ in her life at 14 years old while growing up at Peoples Baptist 
Church of Boston under Rev. Dr. Richard M. Owens. Denyse is a native of Savannah, GA who 
primarily grew up in Boston, MA. Affectionately known as Denyse by her family and close friends, 
she has been an actively involved in youth ministry for over 8 years at Concord Baptist Church of 
Boston. She has served in the capacity of Director of Youth Fellowship and Youth Council 
member. And she served in this ministry under the leadership of her Pastor; Rev. Dr. Conley 
Hughes Jr. Currently Denyse is working closely with The American Baptist Churches of Mass. 
and Grotonwood Christian Camp to Direct/Facilitate a spirit-filled Christian Youth Camp during 
the week of February School vacation. 
 
Her outside ministry affiliations are NEXUS and RELOAD, Inc. where she serves on the Advisory 
Team. Both ministries focus on youth ministry leadership, evangelism, and teaching. Both 
ministries host local and national conferences for youth and leaders. While she primarily works in 
youth ministry, the area of focus is young ladies and young adult womenôs ministries. She also 
has a series called Sister Talk which, was launched at a youth revival week two years ago. 
Denyse is currently studying at C.U.M.E., and she is one of 12 youth leaders that have been 
selected to participate in the Devos/NEXUS Leadership Initiative for 2008-2009. She has 
preached in the Massachusetts for youth services.  
 
She loves read, sing, and play golf. But what's most important is Denyse loves the Lord. Her 
favorite saying is "If I can help somebody as I pass along the way, then my living will not be in 
vain" 
 
 

 
 

"Chosen"  
Excerpt of Devotional by Veronica Denyse Truell  
 
"But you are a Chosen Generation, A Royal Priesthood, a Holy Nation, His own special people that may proclaim the 
Praises of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light." ~ I Peter 2:9 
 
How wonderful it is to be Chosen. This is one of the many wonderful scriptures that prove to be excellent outline for the 
characteristics of Christian living. The scripture reminds us that being Chosen by God is what we should strive for in life. 
Sistahs, we are in a unique position. God is going to continue to richly bless each woman as she prays for, encourages, 
and helps people God has put in our space. Knowing that we are Chosen also means that you canôt let your guard down. 
There is a promise and a purpose for your lives because you are Chosen. 
 
I appeal to you today, do all that you can to walk in His purpose. For walking in His favor and purpose is the very thing 
that can make others around you want what you have; a relationship with a True and Living God. And this relationship 
canôt be built by just attending church on Sunday, singing in the choir, and praise team or serving on the usher board but, 
it is the awesome daily prayerful, walking relationship with One who is able to keep you from falling. 
 
Sistahs we are: 
Chosen for Greatness 
We have a Chosen Destiny 
We are working for kingdom building and are Chosen Servants 
Some of us have been Chosen to Birth a Vision:  
We have been Chosen to be a Vessel with gifts and talents that can bear witness to Godôs love, grace and His Mercy. 
We are Chosen to Praise and Glorify God. 

 

ñGod is going 

to continue to 

richly bless 

each woman as 

she prays for, 

encourages, 

and helps 

people God has 

put in our 

space.ò 
 

http://www.thesistahsministry.com/p3110groupmachapter.htm
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NNeeww  YYoorrkk Chapter of The SISTAHS Ministry Intl.  

            DDeeaaccoonneessss  CChheerryyll   BBrraaxxttoonn,,  DDiirreeccttoorr  
       www.thesistahsministry.com/p3110groupnychapter.htm 

 
Deaconess Cheryl Braxton was born in the Bronx NY to James and Adelina Parker. She grew up 
in the "ThroggsNeck Projects" where she lived with her 4 siblings.  
 
Because of her love for writing, in her spare time she takes her pen to paper and lets the Holy 
Spirit be her guide. She is a co-author of "100 Words of Wisdom for Women" and is a member of a 
faith-based book club which meets once a month. Cheryl is currently working on her second 
publication and says she has no idea when it will be finished but trusts that the Lord already knows 
and continues to seek His guidance in doing so. 
 
She is an alumnus of The New York Theological Seminary where she received her certificate in 
Christian Ministry. Cheryl says that by the time she graduated, she knew this could not be the end 
and realized she needed more. As a result of that conclusion, she is now a fulltime student whose 
goal is to obtain her MDiv / MSW. She studies while also holding a full time position as a Medical 
Biller with North Shore University Hospital, one of the largest employers on Long Island. 
 
Cheryl says she attributes her passion for God and HIS word to a praying Grandmother who taught 
her about the Lord long before she knew how to spell HIS Name and to her mother who spends 
countless hours on her knees in intercession for all of her five children, and anyone else the Lord 
puts on her heart. When asked, "How she does it all?" Her answer is, "I donôt do it all, I just do what 
He anoints and gives me grace to do and I trust and rely on HIM for the provision to fulfill it!"  
 
Cherylôs heartôs desire is to see the world get saved and live with the power and authority that God 
has promised in HIS Word. 
 
 
 
 
 

"Donõt Go Unless You Know" 
Excerpt of Devotional by Deaconess Cheryl Braxton 
 
"Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes 
have seen the King, the LORD Almighty." Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had 
taken with tongs from the altar. With it he touched my mouth and said, "See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken 
away and your sin atoned for." Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?" 
And I said, "Here am I. Send me!"  ~ Isaiah 6:5-8 
 
Now my dear sisters, (and to the brothers that may read this also) donôt go until you know! 

When we think we are getting busy for the Lord or doing the Lords work we must be very careful to know whether this 
work, albeit honorable, is what God would have us do and also take into account if it is Gods timing for the work! Pray the 
question and await an answer, ñIs God sending me or am I just doing this because of meò. This is not always a clear and 
obvious thing. Sometimes itôs not until we have already started a thing that we realize itôs not for us to do. This is why so 
many of our endeavors become laborious projects or drudgery, lacking the anointing of God thereby giving absolutely no 
joy. Hear me saints, when working for the uplifting of Gods Kingdom, it is hard and can be draining but, ñThe Anointing 
Makes the Differenceò and there will be no shortage of joy. God may, through his grace allow a thing to achieve a desired 
goal through His permissive will and He can because He is Sovereign. But, how beautiful to be in His Divine will. When 
Isaiah heard from the Lord, there was no mistaken who was speaking and the charge which was given. At that point, it 
was no longer about his short coming, his sins; it was about doing for God through the power of God.  

 

 

"I  donôt do it 

all, I just do 

what He 

anoints and 

gives me grace 

to do and I 

trust and rely 

on HIM for the 

provision to 

fulfill it!"  
 

http://www.thesistahsministry.com/p3110groupnychapter.htm
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Evangelist Carmen West, a native of Las Vegas, Nevada, was born February 28, 1972. Carmen 

is the only girl and oldest of four children born to Rev. Harold and the late Gwendolyn J. Davis. 
Her siblings are Harold L. Davis, II, Eric J. Davis, and Leon E. Davis. Evangelist West became the 
mother of Christopher D. Lee (1990) at the age of 18. While raising Christopher, Evangelist West 
attended college at the University, Nevada Las Vegas, worked a full-time job, and stayed active in 
her former church, Greater Evergreen Missionary Baptist Church under the leadership of the late 
Pastor Nathaniel Whitney. 
 
Evangelist West is the hostess and director of the annual Letôs Give Them Something To Talk 
About Womenôs Conference. God gave the gift and assignment to Evangelist West to organize 
and lead this yearly conference. God charged Evangelist Carmen to put together a conference 
that was affordable for all women to attend. As instructed by God, the conference allows women 
to pay one price that covers their round-trip travel from Las Vegas to the conference destination, 
hotel accommodations, meals, and conference materials. The first two conferences, focusing on 
the Titus 2 woman and the Proverbs 31 woman were held in January of 2007 and 2008 at Zion 
National Park in Springdale, Utah. More than 80 women from churches across the Las Vegas 
valley attended the Letôs Give Them Something To Talk About conference. Women came 
together with the expectation of being taught, strengthened, healed, delivered, and saved during 
the three-day/two-night conference. God definitely did not leave these women void. Women 
laughed, cried, released, confessed to, and loved one another throughout the entire weekend. 
Since the first conference more than 120 women have attended this conference from many 
churches from various cities and states. Evangelist Westôs purpose truly mirrors Godôs purpose 
and that is to each year leave any woman who attends this conference with Something To Talk 
About.  
 
Today, Evangelist West teaches and ministers at Nehemiah with her husband Pastor Kelcey 
West. She is currently working on the next Letôs Give Them Something To Talk About Womenôs 
Conference. She has spoken and taught for various ministries and womenôs conferences. She 
also works full-time and loves to spend time with family and friends. Most of all, she appreciates 
the love, grace, and mercy extended by God to her each day and desires to serve God in 
whatever capacity He desires to use her. 
 
 
 
 

"Resolutions" 
Excerpt of Devotional by Evangelist Carmen West 
 
Each New Year many people go about declaring new resolutions for their lives. I looked up the definition to the word 
resolution and came up with the state of being resolved, steady, determined, or constant.  We resolute ourselves to losing 
or gaining weight, getting rid of old things, to not look back at the negative events that occurred in our lives, and the list 
goes on and on. I often wonder if we truly understand what we are really saying, especially as Christians.  
 
The New King James translation of I Corinthians 15:58 says "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord". That should be our resolution 
for this year and all the coming years until Christ comes back.  
 
Every day, I realize Iôm a step closer to dying and Jesus coming back. When I was a little girl, the older people taught us 
what they called our dying determination. So what is my dying determination? My dying determination is for heaven, 
whether I am up or down, weak or strong; I am DETERMINED to make heaven my home. I pray that as you make 
resolutions that your dying determination is also for heaven to be your home. 
 

 

ñéshe 

appreciates 

the love, 

grace, and 

mercy 

extended by 

God to her 

each day and 

desires to 

serve God in 

whatever 

capacity He 

desires to use 

her.ò 
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Valarie D. Coleman is a strong, creative and productive leader, who contributes fresh insights and 
innovations in efforts toward community and ministerial development. Organizational 
Communication has led her being hands on with previous Urban Planning allows her to assist with 
several Community Affairs Coordinators. She acts as a spokesperson for different ministries and 
creates awareness of strategies for enhancement of service delivery to the public by means of 
ministry.  
 
She has been gifted to be an adept organizer, conscientious planner and efficient project 
coordinator. Though her responsibilities as Pastoral Administrator to some are complex and 
numerous, her high level of organization accounts for the seamless coordination of the logistical 
details regarding a Ministerial demanding schedule. In addition to these responsibilities, V.D. 
Coleman is a prolific project manager who directs and coordinates special projects that assist in 
funding community and charitable initiatives on behalf of larger ministries.  
 
Valarie is a focused and passionate creative thinker and the primary driving force behind our 
television broadcast. She holds degrees in Communications, Business Administration, and Criminal 
Justice and is working on another degree in Public Administration. Like the Apostolic mantle that 
rests in her family, she was and is a woman destined for order. Her exceptional skills, creativity and 
drive, help keep many ministries on the cutting-edge of the latest technological trend of 
advancements in Broadcast Communications. 
 
V.D. Coleman ensures that ministry messages are visible and available to the public through the 
production and distribution of multi-media marketing resources. Getting the word of God out into the 
highways and hedges with proficiency and grace is done by any Godly means necessary.  
 
 

"Woman Stuff " 
Devotional Thought by Vis. Valarie D. Coleman 
 
No matter how you fight, in the spirit realm it is impossible to fight "lady like"... 
 
The skilled woman can invent beauty over and over again with extraordinary effect. The art of inventing beauty transcends 
class, intellect, age, profession, denomination, geography-virtually every cultural and economic barriers. 
 
I have always believed that one woman's success can only help another woman's success... 
Young women MUST become active for the betterment of themselves. 
They care about the progress the things that women may have started / changed / improved but they take it for granted... 
 
(Most do) 
 
It is very obvious that there are soooo many women just don't know how great they really are. They appear to be full on 
the outside but empty on the inside. I find that women can be creative in total isolation! I too, use to do my best "stuff" this 
way too. But it was not due to anything negative, it was just how God gave me the sparks that I needed. 
 
However, I know many women of excellence who do awesome work in ministry and in their secular fields and they dare 
not even SHARE it with anyone! 
 
Nonetheless, I feel that some may be used to being ignored/overlooked and grown accustomed to the "the art of or lack of 
positive feedback"... 
 
Let's help one another discover the real woman on the outside and help heal the little girl on the inside!! 
Which will enable we as women, can be WHOLE and be sustained in your true character in God!  
 

 

ñGetting the 

word of God 

out into the 

highways and 

hedges with 

proficiency 

and grace is 

done by any 

Godly means 

necessary.ò 
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"Do You Have Comeback Power? " 
Devotional by Minister Teresa Coleman 

 

ñFinally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armor 
of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For wrestle not against flesh 

and blood, but against principalities, again powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.ò ~ Ephesians 6:10-12 

 
When we go through ups and down, keep praising God. Praising God during bad times will 
confuse the enemy.  Praise God in good times, when things are going wrong and when you feel 
alone because trouble is on every side. Don't give up, keep praising God, when your friends are 
spitefully misusing you and talking about you, when people are lying on you, when you have 
bereavement in your family, and have lost a mother a father or even a child.  
 
People will laugh at you when they see you praising God and they know the trouble and pain you 
are going through. Praise God when you're broke. Praise God in advance. Don't let no devil in 
hell make you stop praising God. You've got to have that come back power. This life will take you 
through a lot of changes some hard changes.  
 
I'd like to tell you a few things that happened to me since I decided to make Jesus my choice. I 
have been lied on and talked about. I have taken a lot of beatings and I've even been without 
eating, but I've never lost a pound because the Lord has never let me down. Life can get so hard 
it cuts like a knife. 
 
We get lonely and heartbroken with tears all in our eyes. But keep your hand in Jesus' hand and 
hold on because change is coming. Let's not be so preoccupied with our physical condition, but 
more preoccupied with our spiritual condition.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

AAtt  tthhee  22000099  SSIISSTTAAHHSS  EEmmbbrraacciinngg  tthhee  EElleevvaattiioonn  CCoonnffeerreennccee..  ..  ..  
Minister Teresa Coleman offers prayer at the Wake Up to Worship session. 

 

   

 

ñPraise God 

in good times, 

when things 

are going 

wrong and 

when you feel 

alone because 

trouble is on 

every side.ò 
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SSaammaarrii ttaann  WWoommeenn  ooff  GGoodd  ((SSWWooGG))  
Samaritan Women of God will spread the good news of the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ! 

 
Let them Praise His Name with Dancing!   

(Psalms 149:3) 
 

* ~ * ~ * 
 
The Samaritan Women of God (SWoG) is the moving faith of a Praise 
and Worship ministry, founded in October 2007, to introduce dance as a way to 
relay a message of hope to survivors of trauma at the NAACP Domestic Violence 
Forum. 
  
The Samaritan Women combine Word Music and Movement to address 
social Issues.  ñDance is the hidden language of the soul and of the body.  It is the 
goal of The Samaritan Women of God to depict worship through dance, inspiring 
people to exchange their lives for a life in Christ. (Matthew 10:29) 
 
The dance team consists of youth through adult dancers from different churches 
and diverse walks of life.  Although the members live in New York State from as 
far as the Bronx to Westbury they travel between Long Island, the five boroughs, 
the tri-states (NY, NJ and CT) and other states to provide ministerial dance 
services. 
 
The Dancing Preachers component of SWoG shares a word of inspiration and or 
offer motivational speaking sessions to encourage individuals and groups of 
survivors of trauma and or those who work with this population. 
  
The Group Work Series offered by SWoG consists of group work with adolescents 
or adults, and uses dance to engage participants in ódance thoughtô and ódance 
communicationô that fosters emotional healing. 
  
Since the onset of the outreach services of SWoG and as a result of our call to 
minister, our services have been requested at senior citizen services, weddings, 
conferences, memorial services for bereaved families,  hospital childrenôs wards, 
the juvenile detention center and for special events hosted by civic groups and 
churches that serve their various communities. Most recently, SWoG participated 
in an Annual Praise Dance and Worshippers Conference held in Ocean City, MD. 
We aspire to respond to as many request that are in line with our mission to serve 
and minister. 
 
 

Deaconess Cheryl Braxton, Visionary 
Samaritan Women of God | c/o Diaspora Cultural Services, Inc. | 215 Front Street 

| Hempstead, NY 11550 
Phone: (917) 627-7310 | Phone: (516) 413-5524 

Info@SamaritanWomenofGod.org | www.SamaritanWomenofGod.org  
 

 
 

 
 

Our Covering 
Rev. Dr. Milton E. Rochford  

Praise Choreographer 
Patrice Allen  

Members 
Alexis Boyce  

Shontye Clarkson  
Elaine Hoskins (Advisor)  

Robin Livingston  
Asya Madry  

LaCher Nicholson 
Viviana Russell  

Youth Worshippers  
Nialah Allen  

Imani Russell 
Tyshianna Yarde 

Advisors 
Linda Boyce  

Cheryl Braxton (Visionary) 

Videographer 
Te'Cola Clarkson 
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A SISTAHS Life style ï Life -Coaching Principles  

 
 
 

Recession Proof Your Faith  
By Stylicia A. Bowden 

 

 
 
In todayôs economy people are continuing to lose jobs 
and money in their household. Some people are 
stressed, worried and devastated by the impact the 
economy has taken on their household. The 
unemployment rate continues to rise to an all time high 
on the east and west coast. Many states have stopped 
the extended unemployment benefits for many 
Americans. Many Americans are stuck with the reality of 
not being able to survive day to day. However, there is a 
solution to every storm that comes no matter how big the 
problem God does not put anything on us that we cannot 
bear. Many Christians have got caught up in what the 
world mentality has become in this recession. We have 
to take on the mind of Christ instead of wavering in our 
faith. If we are born again believers saved by the blood 
of Christ we have to understand Godôs system and laws.  
In Hebrews 11:1 it states, ñNow faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seenò, would 
does this scripture really mean? What does it really 
mean to have faith?  
 
According to the Websterôs Dictionary faith is define as 
firm belief in something for which there is no proof or 
complete trust. Faith is the vehicle that keeps you 
believing in things that has not been manifested. 
Therefore, faith in God is important during these times 
where the world around us constantly is shouting 

ñRecession!ò .You may wonder how I can have faith 
when bills are due, unemployment is ranging in my 
household and no cash flow has come in to revive the 
situation. Well, having faith is only one part of the 
equation but not the complete part. Christians may 
believe faith is all you need but it will not sustain you just 
to have faith. The equation of maintaining your peace is 
wrapped in a simple equation: faith + hope+ trust + 
patience=Godôs peace. These essential factors will help 
you run the race and press toward the mark without 
fainting. You have to decide to press toward the mark 
and leave behind the mindset of defeat in spite of the 
economical downturns in America. Every day you have 
to make a decision to have faith, trust God and have 
patience that He will produce an outcome working for 
your good.  
 
Here are seven steps to recession proof your faith: 
 
1. We have not because we ask not, petition God 

to give you assistance on what to do for your financial 
situation. (James 4:2, Matthew 6:33)  
2. Renew your mind on a daily basis it takes 
more than just going off your emotions stay rooted in the 
word. (Psalm 1) 
3. Put on your whole armor of God, Satan 

comes to kill, steal and destroy. (Ephesians 6:10-18) 
4. Press and Move Forward once you analyze the 

situation you become paralyzed so stop worrying and 
press (Philippians 3:14)  
5. Speak increase because your words are 
powerful and can defeat you so speak life to your 
situation. (Ephesians 4:29) 
6. Surround yourself with positive believers, 

you are what you surround yourself with so be 
consumed with eagles not wolves. 
7. Last but not least, wait, wait, wait and God will 
renew your strength because the final outcome will work 
out in your favor. (James 1)  
 
©2009 Stylicia Bowden ~ All Rights Reserved. 

 

 

Stylicia Bowden, a native of Detroit, Michigan began creative writing at the age of 8. She has traveled the world abroad through her 

naval career of nine years however, her passion for writing became prevalent when she self-published her first poetry book entitled 

Soulseeker (released on May 23, 2007).  She consistently strives to set the mark as an entrepreneur by embarking on new projects for 

her writing career.    

 

Visit Stylicia at www.stylicia.com or www.thewritersblock1.blogsot.com. 

http://www.stylicia.com/
http://www.thewritersblock1.blogsot.com/
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Say It With Me!  
ENNA -ISM #515é 

 

Hear Ye! Hear Ye!  ENNA -ISM #515 comes in the form of a royal 

decree:  

Mondays are hereby declared "STOP upholding people in holding you 

back day!" Don't get it twisted, your baggage is enough! Stop owning 

other folksõ mess and focus on being the best YOU that you can be. 

Nothing wrong wit h a helping hand or a listening hear but every sad song 

doesn't need a remix.  

Travel LIGHT so your dreams can take flight!  

 

©2009 Enna Bachelor ~ All Rights Reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enna Bachelor is a working mother of three, married for 11 years.  Writing came along quite by 

accident.  She has always enjoyed reading inspirational cards, messages, quotes, etc.  In an effort to 

uplift and encourage friends and co-workers she began sending out little inspirational sayings via 

email.  This soon grew into an almost daily activity reaching a far greater audience then ever 

imagined.  A book entitled "Say It With Me" will be published soon. 

 

If you would like to be added to the distribution list for "Say It With Me" or would like to reach the 

author please contact her at sayitwithmewebsite@yahoo.com  

 

Visit Enna at www.SayItWithMe.com  

 
 

 

 
 
I am pleased to offer my 
services as a workshop 
facilitator! Using my "Say it With 
Me" writings I have developed 
dynamic, insightful, interactive 
workshops.  
 
These workshops will 
compliment your next retreat or 
group meeting.  They 
are designed to encourage self 
examination and promote 
empowerment.   
 
Workshops currently available 
include: 
 

Bloom Where You're Planted  
 

Disabled to Stable  

 

What's In Your Refrigerator  
 

The D.I.V.A.S. Principle for  

Christian Women  

 
Pardon My Dust ~ I'm 

Preparing to Serve You Better  

 

Shedding My Judas Complex  
 

Keep On Keeping On  

 

Sisterhood...A Journey or a 
Destination?  

 

Lovin' the Skin I'm In 
 
 
Does your group need to 
increase its cohesiveness?  Are 
you looking to increase the level 
of spiritual maturity in your 
group both individually and 
collectively?  If you've answered 
yes to any of these questions 
then request a 
workshop overview sheet to find 
out more!  SIWM Workshops 
can accommodate any group 
size and can be tailored to meet 
your groupsô unique needs. 
 

 

 

mailto:sayitwithmewebsite@yahoo.com
http://www.sayitwithme.com/
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IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall   CChhaapptteerrss of The SISTAHS Ministry Intl.  

TTOORRIINNOO,,  IITTAALLYY  &&   NNIIGGEERRIIAA,,  AAFFRRIICCAA  

MMaaggddaall iinnee  IIhhaazzaa  OOkkoodduuwwaa,,  DDii rreeccttoorr  
 

 
 
Magdaline Ihaza Okoduwa was born in Benin City, Nigeria Africa and studies in Queen Ede High School. She came to 

believe in the power of God's anointing in 1998. Magdaline moved to Torino, Italy in 2005 and there she met her Pastor 
where they were married in 2007. Evangelist Okoduwa honored God's call to ministry and was ordained in 2007. 
 
As International Director of The SISTAHS Ministry, she has developed two groups - one in Torino, Italy and one in Nigeria 
Africa - and is honoring the call of The SISTAHS Ministry to unite women and teenage girls to impact their world. She has 
developed an international heart beat which allows The SISTAHS Ministry to impact the Kingdom through the ministry of 
evangelism and compassion, as we train, empower, support and encourage. 
 
 

About Torino, Italy  
 
Turin, Torino in Italian, is an interesting and often overlooked city in the Piedmont region of Italy. Famous for the Shroud 
of Turin and Fiat auto plants, Turin has a lot more to offer. Turin is in the northwest of Italy in the Piemonte region 
between the Po River and the foothills of the Alps. Turin has many museums. Walking around the city with its arcades, 
Baroque buildings, and beautiful piazzas can be very enjoyable.  
 
 

About Nigeria, Africa  
 
Nigeria is situated at the extreme inner corner of the Gulf of Guinea on the west coast of Africa. It borders with Chad to 
the northeast, Cameroon to the east, Benin to the west, Niger to the northwest and by the Atlantic Ocean (Gulf of Guinea) 
to the south. Nigeria, officially named the Federal Republic of Nigeria, is a federal constitutional republic comprising thirty-
six states and one Federal Capital Territory. The country is located in West Africa and shares land borders with the 
Republic of Benin in the west, Chad and Cameroon in the east, and Niger in the north. Its coast lies on the Gulf of Guinea, 
part of the Atlantic Ocean, in the south. The capital city is Abuja.  
 


