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Dear Readers,


This very distinguish gentleman is my dear father, Elder Minor Palm, Jr.  He was called home to be with the Lord on April 28, 2010.  His Victorious Homegoing service was on Saturday, May 8, 2010, at our home church, Greater Miller Memorial Church of God in Christ, in Warren, MI.  Bishop Earl Jerome Wright, Sr. is our pastor and bishop.  He was the Chief Officiate for this service.    


My dad was a vibrant man.  He was born on February 5, 1926 in Detroit, MI.   His parents were Pastor Minor Palm, Jr. and Missionary Marie Palm.  He was the oldest of three sisters: Lorraine, Lillian and Katie.  He was 84 years old at the time of his death.  


Dad was married for 54 years to the love of his life, Missionary Willie Lee McCann, who became his devoted wife on May 14, 1949.  God blessed their holy union with three children:   Wanda J. Burnside(Simmie Lee, Jr.), Elder Rodger Palm (Josfea), and Regina Morna Palm.  Dad and Mama were further blessed with three grandchildren: Jason Palm (Stacy), Julian Palm (Dr. Kai), and Jolayna Palm.  They had two great-grandchildren: Ja`Den and Jamisha.


My dad was a loving father, wonderful grandfather and precious great-grandfather.  He was a father that lived his life by godly example.  He was a man who cared deeply about his family.  He was always there for his wife, children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.   


He had several jobs.  However, he retired from Cadillac Motors Car Division in Detroit after 38 years of faithful employment.  He was a millwright. 


Dad was a praying, peaching, teaching, and singing man of God.  He loved the Lord with all of his heart.  He was called to preach in 1946 at the age of 20 years old.  He preached at churches in Detroit, across Michigan, around the United States, and in  several churches across Canada.  He was a tremendous leader of many church ministries such as: The Sunday School Department, Wayne County Jail Ministry, Music Department, Missions Department, and so much more.  He was the first youth pastor at our church.  


God blessed him to achieve so many things in his life.  He graduated from Cass Tech High School.  He also was a graduate from  several schools in Bible training, auto mechanic school, Detroit Barber College, and the Toronto Conservatory of Music.  


He was a great musician.  He played the trumpet and autoharp for more than seventy years.  He wrote and published several gospel songs.


He was a veteran of World War II.  He told us great stories about his duty in Korea.  We enjoyed listening to him tell us these very interesting stories.


He was an award-winning writer.  He received special recognition for his outstanding stories about the riots in Detroit and his touching story, “Joe Louis 

Taught Me to Read.”  Dad wrote more than 500 gospel songs during his life.  The Lord blessed him to have 16 of them copyrighted.  He wanted to publish a hymn book.  I plan to take on this project now.  This will be a great honor.


I would like to share more about the many things that my dad did doing his amazing life.  However, it is impossible to do that in this short newsletter.  Nevertheless, if you are interested in reading more about him, I will send you a copy of his obituary.  Unfortunately, it doesn’t cover everything about him, but you will read a little more about a few things in his remarkable life.  Please contact me.  Information is provided on the back of this newsletter.


In honor of Father’s Day, I am sharing Dad’s story that he wrote and preached about several times in many churches.  He also preached this as a special sermon on the radio program, “Raindrop Ministries” hosted by Pastor Leonard Cheeseborough and his wife, First Lady Adrienne Cheeseborough.  These precious ministers were his dear children, too.  Here it is for you and your family.

                                                      A LOVING FATHER

                                                    By Elder Minor Palm, Jr.


     In Luke 15:11-24, Jesus tells the story of the two sons.  The younger

     came to his father with a request for his portion of goods falleth to him.  

     The father agreed to divide his living with his two sons.


     The father did not refuse to give the younger son his portion.  Although

     the older son was not ready to leave home, the father also gave him his portion.


    A few days later, the younger son gathered all that was his.  He left

     home.  He took his journey to a far country.


    I want to spend some time talking about this father because we are

      heading to Father’s Day.  This father was a good man.  He had his house

     in order.  We learn that he had hired servants.  He had a storehouse of goods.

     He had a full wardrobe and a supply of shoes.  He had jewels.  He had

     cattle in the fields and crops growing in the fields.  His servants had their 

     quarters where they lived.  This father had a deposit box to keep his money.


  Although his young son knew this, he let his mind wander to far

      away places.  He felt that he would get much enjoyment being on his own.

      He wanted to make new friends and not go through the daily routines.  He 

      went away to fulfill his dream.
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However, after some time, wine was not as sweet as it had been.

     He didn’t have as many pretty girls as he once had.  His clothes were

     wearing thin.


The young son was being told that he couldn’t stay at the fancy

     hotels.  Nobody greeted him as “sir.”  He was out of money.  Nobody cared.

     He traded his ring and jewels for something to eat.  Now he was on hard 

      times.


There was a famine in the land.  The young son went to work for

     citizens of that country.  His job was feeding swine.  This was against his

     training for he was a Hebrew.


This young son came to his senses.  In his mind, he had his father’s

     estate and all that his father had.  He could see the servant sitting at their

     table eating.  The young man got up and headed for home.
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          Maybe you don’t have a loving and understanding father in your life.  You may have a mean and evil father.  Maybe he treated you wrongly.  He might have abused you and cursed you out every day.  But, you have a loving Heavenly Father who cares about you.  God loves you.  God can change things in your life, if you trust Him.


Perhaps you are a son who is not living right.  Maybe you have done what is wrong and caused your father great grief and sorrow.  You might have a very loving dad, but he won’t forgive you.  He may have thrown you out of his house and told you to stay away!


Precious one, God loves you.  He will forgive you.  He will change your life if you let him.  Turn to Him.  Give Him your life.  He wants to help you and bless you.


Maybe you are a dad or grandfather with years of regret for the things that you have done and said against your children.  You might be an absentee father.  Change.  Turn to God.  Cry out to Him.  He will accept you in His arms.  He will help you to be that loving and kind father to your children.  Let Him change your heart and life.  He is waiting for you.    ~From the publisher, Wanda J. Burnside

CONTACT INFORMATION: Mrs. Wanda J. Burnside, THE LAMP NEWSLETTER,

P.O. Box 125, Dearborn, MI 48121-0125.  Email: wtvision@hotmail.com.  
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